
Chapter Eight

Rocking & Rolling

Cat Stevens: Miles From Nowhere  > Lyrics

“Piss stop!” blurted out Dave. After driving about ten tension-klled 
miloheters froh tce ,ustohs areaw We needed a bream. xe pulled overw 
relieved our bladdersw and released sohe of our pent-up anyieties. xe cad 
eype,ted to en,ounter a trap of sohe sort after leaving tce frontier. xcat 
eya,tlM tcat Would entailw We ,ould onlM let our fertile ihaginations run 
Wild. Around everM ,orner and over tce ,rest of everM cill ,ould laM tce 
trap. ?ilitarM ehpla,ehentw roadblo,m a,ross tce cigcWaMw or air strimeO 
1ver onlM 0(( grahs 35.z o)N of cascO jot limelM.

And sin,e tcere Were feW ,urves and feWer cills on tcis narroW 
tWo-lane cigcWaM Witc no scouldersw our vieW stret,ced far aceadw easing 
our stress a bit.

xcile standing on tce side of tce ,ar in tce hiddle of noWcere 3We 
found ourselves tcere often on tcis part of tce TourneMNw Witc no cuhans 
nor beasts in sigctw We hade an eye,utive de,ision. Bce ,cunm of casc 
shelled everM bit as good as it did ba,m in tce Gig ’uMIs oE,e. Yt cad a 
soft and resinM teyture Witc a hediuh-broWn ,olor. Ry,eptional stuH. 
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xe breWed up a ,cilluh and shomed it. As ea,c of us toom our turn on 
tce ,cilluhw tce eycale of shome in,luded our tension. xe copped ba,m 
in our ,ar and kred up tce trustM ,assette de,mw turning up tce voluhe 
on &an ?orrisonIs Moondance as We set oH for Landacar.

Cce,mpoint! xe cadnIt noti,ed tcat a shall cill We drove over blo,med 
our line of sigct. xcen We ,rested tce risew tcere it loohedw straigct in 
front on tce left side7a lone soldier Witc an an,ient riïe eherging froh 
tce guard sca,m. 1ur uneype,ted arrival ,augct cih bM surprisew Tust lime 
us. Bce guard sca,mw lo,ated nearlM on tce roadw sported a red and Wcite 
striped Wooden bar atta,ced to a large hetal lever candle. Yt barred botc 
lanes.

xitc no tihe to ,onsider alternativesw Y instin,tivelM rea,ted Wcen 
Y ceard “6un it!” scouted sihultaneouslM bM Dave and S,ott. Y nailed 
tce tcrottle and cit tce barw snapping it oH Witc a loud crack. Yt toom a 
hohent to register Witc tce soldierw and in tce rearvieW hirrorw Y saW 
cih raising tce riïe to cis scoulder. Yt Was an old Gritisc Rnkeldw a .5(5 
,aliber bolt a,tion riïe7a de,ent harmshan Witc a haintained Weapon 
scould cave been able to cit us. Bce guard and cis gun Were neitcer.

Y didnIt mnoW if ce got oH a scot or notw and We WerenIt going ba,m to 
,ce,m. xe cad stru,m tce barrier Witc tce Windscieldw at Tust tce rigct 
angle to bream tce Wood and deïe,t it over tce top of tce ,ar. Bcere 
WasnIt anM indi,ation of dahage to tce ,ar. Adrenaline Was ,oursing 
tcrougc our bodiesw and We Were laugcing and Wcooping doWn tce road.

1ur spur-of-tce-hohent de,ision to ,arrM on Was soundw fortunatelM. 
Yt WasnIt a trap. Bcere WerenIt anMhore soldiersw and We cad no furtcer 
,on,erns about a setup. And best of allw We cad a ni,e ,cunm of ey,ellent 
casc for free7,ourtesM of tce Afgcan ,ustohs departhent. xe silentlM 
eypressed our solidaritM at tce origin of tce cascw Wci,c Was limelM in an 
Afgcan Tail bM noW.
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1ur dietarM regihen for tce last feW Weems WasnIt stellar. Yn fa,tw it 
su,med. Subsisting on beer and brats in ’erhanMw folloWed bM heager 
“sandWi,ces” in tce rehaining Ruropean ,ountriesw it onlM got Worse 
as We ,rossed into Asia. ApparentlMw tcere isnIt hu,c protein or 
vitahins in casc shome.

xe Were loW on reserves and running on fuhes. 1ur norhal re-
sistan,e to stress Was toast. Gut We Were Moung and adventurousw and 
on a hission. xe Were ,lose to our destinationw Labulw and notcing 
Was going to get in our WaM. Call tcat na2vetMw cubrisw or tcree Moung 
guMs full of piss and vinegar. Bcat Was our hodus operandi.

xe drove tce rest of tce WaM to Landacar and felt lime scit Wcen We 
got tcere. xcatever We cad pi,med upw it got all of us e8uallM. xe Were 
fevered and decMdratedJand scitting Witc abandon. xe got a cotelw 
and it Was a hiserable nigct. Bcere Were no xestern-stMle hedi,al 
fa,ilities in Landacarw and We Were told tcat tcere Was no pcarha,M 
in tce toWn. xe laM in bedw stinmingw fevered hesses. xe ,ould drinm 
Waterw but notcing else Would staM doWn. Gesides tcatw tce food Was 
inediblew and even if We Were cealtcMw it WouldnIt cave staMed doWn 
eitcer. xe Were ,lose tow or alreadMw deliriousw and tcrougc ey,canged 
groans agreed We cad to get to a xestern cealtc fa,ilitM or We ,ould 
die. Bcat Would be in Labul7z(( mh 3500 hiN froh Wcere We laM 
desperatelM ill.

Bo saM tcat tce road to Labul Was tcrougc a lonelM desert Would be 
truew but la,ming ade8uate des,ription. Bcere Was virtuallM j1BV-
Yj’ resehbling hodern 30F95N ahenities until rea,cing ’ca)niw 
a  verM long 5z( mh 3;09 hiN drive.  jo toWnsw  no gas  stationsw 
no cotelsw  no restaurants7notcing. Petrol Was cad bM ,can,e at 
rahsca,mle roadside outposts. Yt Would be a grueling and possiblM 
dangerous drive7even in good cealtc.
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xcile suHering in tce kltcM a,,ohhodations of Landacarw Y cad a 
hohentarM lapse in si,mnessw or Was deeper into deliriousness tcan Y 
reali)ed: Y announ,ed Y ,ould drive. xe dragged ourselves out of tce cotel 
and into tce ,arw Wci,c Was noW a virtual ahbulan,ew and oH We Went 
on tce onlM road betWeen Landacar and Labul.

xcen Y Was a GoM S,outw Y Went to tce jational Nahboree Wcen Y Was 
0; Mears old. Y boarded a train Witc a groupw so Y WasnIt alonew but Y didnIt 
mnoW anMone else. Bce train deposited us in &alleM Oorgew and scortlM 
after tcat Y found hMself in a KS arhM keld cospital Witc pneuhonia. 
Y Was delirious Witc feverw and Y rehehber verM little. Y re,all Walming 
into tce nearbM tent Wcere tce do,tors Were bivoua,med. Yt Was later 
revealed tcat despite being onlM 0; Mears oldw Y cad a reharmablM sensible 
,onversation Witc a do,tor. Y tcougct Y Was norhalw but in fa,t Y cad a 
verM cigc fever.

Yn Landacarw Y fell ba,m on tcat episode.
Yt Was a Weird eyperien,e drivingP tce desert ,onTured up ihages and 

tcougcts tcat Were alhost lime tripping on …SD. A ,ouple of cours into 
tce drivew Y saW a ïasc of sohetcingw or soheonew dasc in front of tce ,ar. 
Y WasnIt driving fast. StaMing on tce road Was diE,ultw Met Y cad a vivid 
ihage of a person Y Would ,ollide Witc if Y didnIt tame evasive a,tion. Y 
sWerved to tce leftw and We cit a dit,c. Bce ,ar pit,ced into tce roadside 
ravinew tcen laun,ced itself smMWardw rolling lime a Wcale and doing a bellM 
ïopw knallM landing on its side.

Seat belts Were noneyistentw so We rattled around inside tce ,arw as 
did our belongings. xe ,reated a hini desert dust storhw s,attering a 
debris keld tcat stret,ced out about ;( h 3—— ftN in diaheter froh tce 
overturned ,ar. Bce eytent of our illness haM cave saved our livesw as it 
is Witc drunms in a situation lime tcis. xe rolled Witc tce pun,ces and 
survived Witc onlM bruising.
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Gut our stuH Was s,attered everMWcere and We Were in a da)ew al-
tcougc We all 8ui,mlM s,rahbled out of tce ,ar. A ,roWd 3out of 
noWcereN forhedw and tce vibe Was tcreatening and foreboding. A 
Wohan celd a ,cild in cer arhsw Wrapped in a kltcM blanmet. Sce Was 
ro,ming it ba,m and fortcw and Y tcinm sce Was ,rMing. Bcere Was a lot 
of hovehent and costile stares in our dire,tion.

Assorted parts of tce ,ar Were streWn about in all dire,tions. Bce 
Windscield cad popped out Wcen tce roof bu,mled. At least one tire 
Was ïatw and tce a,,ident dahaged everM surfa,e of tce ,ar tcat ,ahe 
into ,onta,t Witc tce card-pa,med desert sand.

Bcere We stoodw caving tce deliriuh literallM mno,med out of usw not 
mnoWing Wcat eya,tlM cad cappenedw and noW 8uite aWare tcat We 
Were under tcreat froh an angrM ,roWd.

Bcen a Dot drove up in a ?er,edes sedan. Yt Was ,learlM a Well-oH 
her,cant Witc tWo of cis servants in tce ,ar. Ve stepped out of tce 
,ar andw ineypli,ablMw Y vividlM re,all cis attire. Ve Wore a maramul cat 
tMpi,allM seen on Wealtcier Afgcans froh tce ,itM. Yslah and lo,al tribal 
,ustoh handated tcat hen cave a beard7hostlM tceM Were unmehptw 
but tcis gentlehanIs Was neatlM trihhed and groohed. Bce broWn 
tWeed sport ,oat Was over a Woolw loose mnit sWeater Witc red a,,ents 
Woven into tce ,cest area. Vis trousers Were xestern ,ut in a stMle 
hat,cing cis otcer garhentsw Witc leatcer la,e-up dress scoes tcat Were 
polisced.

BceM des,ended on tce s,enew rapidlM evaluated tce situationw and 
tce han began issuing orders to cis servants. Ve castened to tce 
Wohan colding tce ,cild and engaged tce henfolm in a one-sided ,on-
versation. xe noti,ed tce rea,tion froh tce lo,als to tcis intruderw to 
cis bodM language and gestures. Bce desert people ,learlM respe,ted cih 
as an autcoritM kgure. 1r percapsw a lu,rative sour,e for negotiation.
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Bce tWo servants Were a ïurrM of a,tivitM. BceM rolled tce ,ar uprigctw 
gatcered up our belongingsw bent out tce basced in bodM of tce ,ar to 
,lear tce tiresw used tce spare tire and did sohetcing to tce rehaining 
ïat tire to hame tce autohobile “drivable.”

xe Were stunnedw but ,ahe out of it and celped gatcer up Wcat We 
,ould salvage. 1ur pre,ious ,assette plaMerw speamersw and ,assettes Were 
uns,atced. And so too Was tce ,cilluh and casc on tce person of Dave.

Bce her,cantIs generositM ,ontinued. Ve gave us a large Water bag7a 
lifesaving gesture in tce desertw and We eagerlM 8uen,ced our tcirst on 
tce spot. xcile We Were overWcelhed Witc all tcat Was cappeningw We 
rehained alert to tce rapidlM ,canging vibe of tce situation.

Yn scort orderw tce ,ar Was ba,m on four inïated tires Witc tce roof 
pusced ba,m up so it Would cold tce Windscield in pla,e. 1ur stuH Was 
ba,m on boardw and tce ,ar engine running. A hira,ulous eHort bM tcose 
tWo hanservants.

Y saW tce Afgcan D1B7angelw saviorw and ceaven-sent hessen-
ger7passing out afgcanis in candfuls to tce desert people. Ve paid 
spe,ial attention to tce ,rMing Wohan colding tce unhoving ,cild in 
cer arhs. xitc tcatw ce turned to usw Waved us into tce ,ar andw looming 
into tce Wre,m tcat We Were about to depart inw saidw “Uou hust leave 
ihhediatelM. Uou are in grave danger.”

Vis bodM languagew tce enraged ,roWdw and tce alleged Wounded in-
fant Were overWcelhinglM ,onvin,ing. Bo top it oHw We strange and verM 
foreign travelers Wco cad intruded into tce pea,efulness of tceir desert 
heant no furtcer ,onsideration Was needed.

Yn a ,loud of dust and sandw We Were ba,m on tce road. xeId cad 
enougc of rolling and Were not in tce hood to ro,m.

After several cours of drivingw We stopped at tce krst suitable cotel in 
’ca)ni. xe cad ,onsuhed host of tce Water tce good Saharitan gave usw 
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and We felt better. 6ecMdration eased our Woesw but We Were pre,ariouslM 
,lose to tce edge of disaster7not Tust tce ,ar Wre,mw but also tce eHe,ts 
of dMsenterM and tce decMdration We cad suHered.

xe gatcered our strengtc for a ,ouple of daMsw not Wandering far froh 
tce cotel. xe cesitantlM ate nanw helonsw and Wcatever fruit We ,ould 
husterw Wascing it doWn Witc ,cai. Bcat and our Moutc Was enougc to 
reTuvenate us and get our traveling scoes ba,m on.

Bce ,ar Was a sigct to becold. Yt attra,ted a ,roWd of gaWmersw but no 
one Would tou,c it. xe cad feW rehaining possessionsw but our husi, 
and our casc Were still Witc us. Braveling ligcter Was good7We needed 
little anMWaM. Gelongings left inside tce ,ar Were visible and easilM tamenw 
Met notcing Was stolen.

xe departed ’ca)ni in our hoving disaster area of a ,arw dubbed tce 
Flying Wreck. Yt Was lime riding on a hotor,M,le7We Were open to tce 
World Witc Wind in our cair. 1H We drovew Witc Labul as tce neyt stop.


